180	MODERN   EDUCATION
and to construct, and to bring into some kind of order whatever
he may be dealing with; so, on the training side, we have as our
data the child's instinctive tendencies in a variety of directions.
Among these are to be noted, as specially important from our
present point of view, his tendency to seek the companionship
of other children, to assert himself among them and to find
satisfaction in their submission and deference, and, on the
contrary, to yield submission to those who sit in the seats of the
mighty and to follow and trust them, to appeal for help when
he finds his best efforts to be in vain, to collect and preserve
whatever seems to him of value, to flee from danger, to show
anger, and to "show fight" when his efforts or desires are
thwarted, to protect and comfort the weak and the distressed,
and, in due course, to seek a mate of his own kind but of the
other sex,1
Our outfit of There is no need to be ashamed of the
instinctive tendencies fact that we share this outfit of instinc-
tive tendencies with the lower animals.
Those common tendencies are the rock from which we were
hewn and the pit from which we were dug, and all of us are
well aware that we bear the marks of our origin. Civilized
man's special and unique gifts—the gifts of superior intelligence,
of imagination, of reflective thinking, and of speech—have,
in the long slow course of evolution, conferred on him the
privilege, to which he does not always rise, of living on a
higher plane than that which is occupied by the "brute
creation." So far from underrating our instincts, or .being
ashamed of them, we ought, both for ourselves and for our
children, to recognize and understand them. Why, for example,
does the young teacher who reads these lines aspire to become
a teacher? First, no doubt, because he has a living to get, and
1 See McDougall's Character and the Conduct of Life, ch. ii. To most
teachers (and parents) this book will prove more interesting and useful
than the author's (or anyone else's) systematic treatises on psychology
and ethics.

